
Email Response on behalf of Leanne Castley. Canberra Liberal candidate for Yerrabi.

Good morning,

Responding on behalf of Leanne Castley MLA

Thank you for contacting Leanne regarding voluntary assisted dying. As you no doubt are aware, VAD 
is new in the ACT having only recently been passed into law by the assembly. There is an 
implementation period which is currently underway for this legislation which broadly aligns with 
what other Australian jurisdictions have done. The law also provides for a compulsory review of the 
legislation which will take place and the recommendations and report provided to the new term of 
the assembly once complete. It is likely that this review, having been done once the law has been 
operational, will make recommendations for changes. 

Leanne voted for the voluntary assisted dying legislation, but notes that this is an area that is a 
conscience vote by members and would seek to engage in the normal processes of the assembly and 
the statutory review process before seeking any amendments to the legislation.

Kind regards,

Will

Will Coats | Advisor

Office of Leanne Castley MLA
Liberal Member for Yerrabi
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Shadow Minister for Health and Wellbeing
Shadow Minister for Business
Shadow Minister for Families, Youth and Community Services
Shadow Minister for Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence
Assistant Shadow Minister for Women
Assistant Shadow Minister for Environment, Heritage and Water



I support Voluntary Assisted Dying , including:

 the current legislation

 any proposal to change to the timeframe to review the Act should be undertaken in 
consultation with stakeholders

 the review should be undertaken with genuine community consultation, including relevant 
stakeholders such as the disability community, and evidence from other jurisdictions

 changes to the VAD Act should inform the outcomes of the review.

Regards

Fiona Carrick

Candidate for Murrumbidgee



EMAIL RESPONSE FROM Heidi Prowse OAM.

Labor candidate for Ginninderra

Thanks for following up with me on this one. As the party has provided the statement.

I’d be happy for you to note for me:

Further to the Labor statement, Heidi Prowse expressed a deep understanding of this issue 
from both her personal and professional experience in end of life care, death and dying. 

Regards

Heidi Prowse OAM

From Community. For Community.

Your Labor candidate for Ginninderra



Statement by Caitlin Tough. ACT Labor candidate for Brindabella.

Ms Tough attached the Statement by Tara Cheyne. ACT Labor candidate for Ginninderra and adopted 
by the Secretary of the ACT Labor Party. 



17 September 2024 

 

Canberrans for a Good Death  

act@canberransforagooddeath.net 

 

Thank you for your advocacy regarding voluntary assisted dying and considered 
engagement with candidates ahead of the 2024 ACT Election.  

ACT Labor is proud to have led the development and passage of nation-leading 
voluntary assisted dying (VAD) legislation after decades of denial from Federal Liberal 
Governments.  All ACT Labor MLAs voted in favour of this legislation.  

The ACT VAD model has been informed and developed using an evidence-based 
approach drawing from legislation and experience in other jurisdictions as well as 
extensive consultation with the community, clinicians, and important key stakeholders. 
The model includes significant improvements to what exists in other Australian states 
without deviating from the fundamental tenets of the model. 

Having no ‘timeframe to death’ as an eligibility requirement is considered to be a 
significant development, person-centred, and one that shifts the emphasis back on to 
the nature of the illness.1 This means that a person with a condition that is advanced, 
progressive, and expected to cause the person’s death may access VAD regardless of 
how soon a health professional expects their death to occur, as long as all other 
eligibility requirements are met.  Importantly, it is not the intent that the definition of 
‘advanced’ be limited to the final days, weeks or months of life.  

An individual’s relevant conditions are advanced if a) the individual’s functioning and 
quality of life have declined or are declining; and b) any treatments that are reasonably 
available and acceptable to the individual (other than for the primary purpose of pain 
relief) have lost any beneficial impact; and (c) the individual is approaching the end of 
their life. The legislation is clear that an individual may be approaching the end of their 
life even if it is uncertain whether their relevant conditions will cause death within the 
next 12 months. 

  

 
1 Go Gentle Australia, State of VAD in Australia and New Zealand, August 2024 



Other significant elements of the model include: 

• No ‘cooling off period’ providing a minimum number of days between a person’s
first and final request for VAD;

• A Nurse Practitioner, in a relevant area with at least one year’s experience post-
endorsement and having completed the mandatory VAD training, will be able to act as a
person’s coordinating or consulting practitioner, as long as the other key health
professional is a medical practitioner; and

• Offences for care facilities that hinder access to VAD or withdraw or refuse
services to permanent or non-permanent residents who wish to access VAD.

ACT Labor recognises there is support in the community to explore VAD options for a 
person who is dying and nearing death but has lost decision-making capacity, and for 
the eligibility of under 18s.  However, these proposals are not without significant 
complexities. These include the method of assessing young people’s decision-making 
capacity in relation to VAD, and the challenges of establishing a specialised workforce 
and safe model of care for a service that would be infrequently delivered. Additionally, 
as the Government has stated throughout the consultation period, requiring individuals 
to have decision-making capacity at every stage of the assessment process is an 
important safeguard. Our legislation mandates that these issues will be considered as 
part of a statutory review of scheme’s operation, which will occur three years after VAD 
has been operational in the ACT.  

In addition to this statutory review, the ACT Government agreed in June 2024 to explore 
the issue experienced in other VAD jurisdictions of ineligibility due to loss of capacity 
following the final approval for VAD access, and, through this work, engage a broad 
range of stakeholders to develop a pathway in the ACT to address this issue and explore 
models to address where an individual has lost capacity following the final assessment 
report. These models may include Enduring Powers of Attorney or Advanced Care 
Directives. The ACT Government agreed to report back to the Assembly by the end of 
May 2025, and ACT Labor will honour and prioritise this commitment.  

ACT Labor remains committed to ensuring we have an accessible, compassionate and 
responsible VAD. 

Sincerely  

Tara Cheyne MLA 
ACT Labor Candidate for Ginninderra 


